
August 17, 2017 

Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water
Senator Robert M. Hertzberg, Chair
California State Capitol, Room 4038
Sacramento, California 95814

Re: AB 18 (Garcia) 2018 Parks Bond For All - SPONSOR 

Dear Senator Robert M. Hertzberg, 

As sponsors of AB 18, Parks Now Coalition is in strong SUPPORT of AB 18 (Garcia) The 
California Clean Water, Climate, and Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act 
of 2018, which authorizes the issuance of bonds for more than $3.0 billion for continued 
investments in the state’s parks, trails, and natural resources, and begins addressing the 
disproportionate lack of access to safe parks, trails, and recreation areas for disadvantaged 
communities across all of California. 

Parks Now is made up of individuals and organizations from around the state that are 
committed to public health, social and environmental justice, and that believe access to parks 
and our coast is fundamental to healthy, vibrant communities. Parks Now believes every 
Californian deserves to enjoy our public lands, local parks, open spaces and beaches, and is 
committed to championing solutions that prioritize equitable access to the outdoors for all.  

Given it has been over fifteen years since California voters have approved a statewide general 
obligation bond for parks, we applaud Assembly Member Garcia for his continued leadership 
on park issues and remaining diligent on the need for the state to invest in our future. AB 18 
(Garcia) contains critical components that the Parks Now coalition believes are necessary for 
ensuring park resources are equitably invested across the state and expands park access to 
the regions of California that need them most, such as:  

• Investments in Disadvantaged Communities – Almost one third of AB 18
(Garcia) funding investment, is specifically allocated to support disadvantaged
communities that are park poor and desperately in need of safe clean places for
children, families and communities to gather, play and exercise.



• Balanced Funding Allocations – Resources for rural and urban, coastal and
inland, northern and southern California are thoughtfully considered.

• State Parks Resources – Provides funding for state parks to help mitigate the
effects of ongoing spending reductions in recent years, by dedicating funding
for deferred maintenance.

• Improved Parks Access for All – AB 18 (Garcia) dedicates resources to
improve existing or develop new lower-cost accommodations on public lands.

For these reasons, the undersigned Parks Now organizations as sponsors of AB 18 (Garcia), 
write in strong SUPPORT and urge the Assembly to work with Senate leadership to pass a 
comprehensive parks bond that prioritizes park equity and access for all California 
communities and make long overdue investments in disadvantaged communities who stand 
to gain most from the economic and health benefits of parks. 

Sincerely, 

Community Nature Connection 
Amy Lethbridge 

Youth Outside 
Kim Moore Bailey 

San Gabriel Mountains Forever 
Belinda Faustinos 

Children’s Defense Fund – California  
Michele Stillwell-Parvensky 

Fathers & Families of San Joaquin 
Sammy Nunez 

From Lot to Spot 
Viviana Franco  

Greenlining Institute 
Orson Aguilar   

Latino Outdoors 
Jose Gonzalez 

Outdoor Afro 
Rue Mapp 

Pacoima Beautiful 
Veronica Padilla 

Asian Pacific Islander Forward Movement 
Scott Chan 

Outdoor Outreach 
Ben McCue 

Cc:  Senator Jeff Stone, Senator Benjamin Allen, Senator Toni G. Atkins, Senator Ben Huesso, 
Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson, Senator Bill Monning, Senator Henry Stern, and Senator Andy Vidak 




